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Ahmedabad strike after my settling in Ahmedabad was organized
and conducted.1 I told them further that I had not studied the
situation in Bombay and that I do not know exactly what the
strikers' case was, nor did I know the leaders in the movement
except you. Such being the case, I told them that I could not
give active help, but that it was open to them to go amongst the
mill-hands and collect what they wish to pay and I assured
them that I would not directly or indirectly influence the mill-hands
against payment.

But it was thought that the position should not be left at
that and that as a direct appeal was made to the Union here, it
was necessary to make a study of the question. Hence the visit of
Sjt. Gulzarilal to Bombay. My discussion with him has not
satisfied me that the Labour Union could go further than it has
done. I now want your guidance, knowing my views now as
you do, what . . .2

From a microfilm: S.N. 13237

105.   AN APPEAL TO GOVERNMENT*
By the time this appears in print probably the Bombay Gov-
ernment would have made its final decision on the Bardoli question.
I am framing this appeal on Monday afternoon when, pro-
bably the Governor is making his statement before the Council.
I know too that the appeal will fall on deaf ears. But as a satya-
grahi, it is not for me to yield to my fear but to do what is right
in disregard of consequence. As one intimately connected with the
movement, it is perhaps my duty to appeal to the Government
to desist from a course which has been universally condemned and
which, so far as I am able to judge impartially, cannot be de-
fended on any ground whatsoever.
The offer made at Surat is less than what according to
reliable rumour had been offered privately, The conditions named
by Sjt. Vallabhbhai Patel have been the conditions always con-
templated by him and in various ways conveyed to the Govern*
ment He has asked for nothing that has not always been done
1 The reference ia to  the Ahmedabad mill-hands'  strike in   1918? vide
Vol. XIV.
2 The source is incomplete.
* Written on "Monday", July 23, J928; vide also "Letter to Vallabhbhai
Patel", 24-7-1928,